THE  SUN  AND  THE   SERPENT

honours while living. Each had his temples, in
which his statue sat enthroned, received worship,
delivered oracles, and fulfilled all the functions of
a divine being.1

The Pharaohs, as already mentioned, were ad-
dressed officially as " The King, My Lord, My
Sun-god." This form of address was used by the
Egyptian governors of provinces, when sending
their reports to the King.2

After death, each Pharaoh was worshipped as a
deity.

A representation of the hooded serpent was
attached to the front of the King's head-dress.
This was not merely a badge of royalty, but was
also a protector ; and was supposed to be able
to destroy those who should darel'to attack the
Pharaoh.11

In Egypt, the Sun and the serpunt were as
closely connected as in other countries, whose
rulers claimed Solar descent. In a Theban
papyrus, dedicated to Harmakhis, the Sun is
described as standing in his divine bark, with the
coils of the serpent (Urcus) around him.*

The social customs and religious rites of the
Egyptians were closely related to those of the

1 Maspero, " Dawn of Civilization," 266.

3  " Records of Past," N.S., v. 77, 78, 79, 95.
a " Dawn of Civilization," 265.

4 Maspcro, " Struggle of the Nations," 496.
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